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The newly created Contempo Dance Company will perform “Herencia Latina” on Friday at Orange Coast College.

Longtime OCC 
dance instructor 
launches his own 
ballet company.

BY VIRIDIANA ORTIZ
STAFF WRITER

Bringing on the beat  

Orange Coast College dance 
students will debut their first 
ever performance with the 
Contempo Ballet Company on 
Friday in the Robert B. Moore 
Theatre.

The newly formed, non-proit 
dance company, founded by 
OCC’s dance instructor Jose 
Costas, will present “Herencia 
Latina,” an hour long educational 
dance performance honoring 
Latino American heritage. 

The performance is targeted 
to raise awareness for dance and 
music, but most importantly its 
cultural importance to the world, 
Costas said. 

The founding of Contempo 
Ballet Company has been a 30-
year dream in the making for 
Costas.  

“This has been a dream of 
mine since I was dancing in 
New York for Ballet Hispanico 
as a principle dancer. I always 
knew I wanted to have my own 

company,” said the founder and 
artistic director.

Costas has been a dance in-
structor at OCC for 16 years 
teaching ballet, jazz and Latin 
dance style. But in the last two 
and half years, Costas has been 
working with a group of OCC 
dance students he incorporated 
as members of his company 
— giving them the opportunity 
to become paid professional 
dancers and making his dream 
a reality. 

Contempo Ballet Company 
has nine dancers — ive women 
and four men — who are current 
OCC students or alumni. The 
company’s board of directors is 
also made up of members of the 
Orange County community and 
OCC alumni. 

With several other dance com-

panies in the area, Contempo 
Ballet Company’s ambition is to 
offer dancers in Orange County, 
and beyond, a home where they 
can work professionally, Costas 
said. 

Costas plans for Contempo 
Ballet Company to collaborate 
with the community by offering 
several outreach programs in an 
effort to further develop dance 
programs and keep the arts in the 
community.

“I want to bring the arts to 
the community and bring the 
community to dance,” Costas 

said. “Serving our community 
is what makes Contempo Ballet 
Company different.” 

Public school programs al-
ready have a dance/performing 
arts curriculum that are supposed 
to be integrated starting at the 
kindergarten level up to high 
school. But the reality is that 
these schools have no dance 
programs established and schools 
are not meeting the standards of 
these curriculums, Costas said. 

“We want to make sure that
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If you go
What: “Herencia Latina” 
dance performance by the
Contempo Ballet Company
When: 9:30 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. on Friday
Where: Robert B. Moore 
Theatre
Tickets: $10 at OCC 
Bursar’s Office or 
www.occtickets.com

Every Wednesday Jim Green 
drives his Campus Safety golf cart 
around campus, smiling and greet-
ing familiar faces as he whistles 
while he works.

The ever-friendly 87-year-old 
campus security oficer has spent 
the past 33 years at Orange Coast 
College answering Campus Safety 
calls, escorting students to and 
from classes and watching out for 
the overall welfare and safety of 
the campus community.

At the end of today, Green will 
be turning in his badge for good 
— a farewell that many on campus 
say they aren’t happy about.

“I look forward to Wednesdays 
because he brightens everyone’s 
day with his smile.  He has lots of 
laughter and lots of personality,” 
said Sheryl Dye, desk oficer in 
the Campus Safety ofice.  

The Honolulu native began 
working for OCC in 1982 after re-
tiring from the Costa Mesa Police 
Department. Green worked for 30 
years in Costa Mesa and retired as 
a sergeant in 1980.  

“It’s been very enjoyable and 
pleasant coming to work,” Green 
said of his years at Coast.

But ask his co-workers and 
they’ll tell you that it’s Green who 
is so enjoyable.

“You always know when Jim is 
around because you can hear him 
whistling,” said Tim Winer, tech-
nical operations support oficer in 
the Campus Safety ofice.

Green said he began work at 
OCC because he was retired and 
wanted something to do.  At irst 
he worked every day on a part 
time basis but over the years he 

cut down to one day a week — 
Wednesdays.  

At 87, Green has a lot of life to 
look back on.

Green was born in Honolulu in 
1927, the youngest of ive siblings.  
At 14 he watched planes come 
in and bombs hit Pearl Harbor 
in 1941.  

He said he remembers that as 
the ire captain, his father assist-
ed in putting out the ires from 
the bombs.  His four siblings all 
worked at Pearl Harbor and he said 
he remains thankful that they were 
not at work that Sunday morning.  

“Bombs exploded two blocks 
behind where I lived,” Green said.  

After completing high school, 
Green enlisted in the Army and 
learned to speak some German 
while stationed in Frankfurt, Ger-
many for three years.  

Green recalls a time when he 
was stationed in Germany and he 
met actress Lana Turner.  

“I asked her to dance,” Green 
said with a smile on his face, “and 
much to my surprise she said ‘yes.’”

He played the trumpet in the 
military band during his last nine 

After 33 years of 
service, police 
turned public 
safety officer is 
hanging up his hat.

BY MIA KARLSSON
SPECIAL TO THE COAST REPORT

End of an era 
for OCC cops
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Officer Jim Green, 87, is retir-
ing after 33 years of service.

Paul Navidad lives a musical life
The OCC music 
professor stays 
busy working in TV, 
film and radio.

BY CRYSTAL NGUYEN
MANAGING EDITOR

Officials 
on lookout 
for flasher
Campus Safety
issues an alert for a 
man exposing
himself.

Orange Coast College of-
ficials are looking for a man 
reportedly exposing himself and 
masterbating Monday afternoon 
in the Technology building.

Campus oficials are search-
ing for a 6-foot-2-inch black 
man in his late teens or early 
20s, according to an all-cam-
pus email send out Monday 
evening. 

The man is described as hav-
ing a thin build, short cropped 

hair and seen wearing black 
basketball shorts, a black hood-
ed sweatshirt and prescription 
glasses. He reportedly had a 
black backpack.

Students are asked to report 
any suspicious behavior to Cam-
pus Safety at (714) 432-5017. 
Safety escorts are available to 
any student and can be requested 
by calling Campus Safety.

Earlier this semester oficers 
alerted students to a different 
man exposing himself and per-
forming lewd acts while sitting 
in a vehicle in the Adams Ave-
nue Parking Lot.

That suspect was described 
as a Caucasian or Hispanic man 
in his late 30s or early 40s with 
a thin build and a shaved head 
reportedly driving an older 
model white or faded sedan.

BY COAST REPORT STAFF

Not everyone can say that 
they have been acknowledged 
with a big smile by Captain 
Kirk.

But with William Shatner 
dining on the patio of a New-
port Beach restaurant, Orange 
Coast College jazz and com-
mercial music studies professor 
Paul Navidad was asked to play 
the “Star Trek” theme when he 
was working as a solo pianist 
eight years ago.

And he didn’t disappoint. 

Given that he was a huge 
“Star Trek” and “T.J. Hook-
er” fan growing up, Navidad 
said this was the only time in 
his professional life that he 
remembers being nervous. As 
a matter of fact, his multitude 
of skills has granted him job 
opportunities with exposure 
to so many celebrities that he 
said he is no longer star struck 
in their presence. 

A man of many talents, Nav-
idad is an award-winning saxo-
phonist, pianist, composer and 
arranger whose works are fea-
tured on numerous soundtracks 
of ilms, television shows and 
the radio. 

He describes his work eth-
ic as best put by Bruce Lee: 
“Shapeless, like water. If you 
put water into a cup, it becomes 
the cup.” 

In this case, Navidad’s ver-
satility makes him a perfect 
candidate for employment and 
he is currently in heavy demand 
as a performer and writer. 

Navidad’s works can be heard 
on the soundtrack to NBC’s 
“Friends,” and the soundtracks 
to the feature ilms “The 100 
Mile Rule” and “Player 5150.”   

His recording credits also in-
clude “Lou Rawls: Christmas” 
and the children’s album “A 
World of Happiness,” when he 
played alongside well-known 
musicians such as Deborah 
Harry, Gary Oldman, Perry 
Farrell and others.

Navidad has also opened for 
comedians like Jay Leno and 
Jamie Foxx and appeared on 
television on several occasions, 
including “The Marta Lee 
Show,” “the KTLA Morning 

News,” “The Hour of Power” 

Photo courtesy of reverbnation.com

Paul Navidad

See MUSIC Page 4
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CRIME
BLOTTER

Cycling away
A bike was reported stolen 

from the Fitness Center bike 
racks on March 16 at around 5 
p.m., Chief of Campus Safety 
John Farmer said. 

The officer met with the 
male victim and two other 
students where the bike had 
been secured to the rack with 
a cable type lock around 11 
a.m. When the victim returned 
to the Fitness Center at 6 p.m. 
both the bike and the lock were 
missing, Farmer said.

The bike is described as a 
single speed black road bike 
with white rims. The bike is 
valued at $200 to $300. Any-
one with information about the 
suspect or bike is encouraged 
to speak with Campus Safety.

Bits and pieces
Several parts and items from 

a bike were reported stolen on 
Thursday at 8:30 p.m. by the 
Associated Students of Orange 
Coast College’s office bike 
rack, Farmer said. 

The bike’s seat, a bike bag 
and a rechargeable headlight 
were missing when the male 
victim returned to the rack at 
10 p.m. that evening. The items 
were valued at $150. 

It appeared that the suspect 
had been in the area for some 
time with tools allowing them 
to dismember and steal parts 
from the bike, Farmer said.

Laptop looting
The theft of a MacBook Pro 

was reported at 5:30 p.m. on 
March 16 in the Music building 
restrooms.

The victim, a female stu-
dent, reported her MacBook 
Pro 13-inch laptop with a 
Minnie Mouse sticker was 
stolen after she mistakenly left 
the computer on the restroom 
shelves while using the facili-
ties, Farmer said. 

The victim left campus and 
did not realize she had forgot-
ten the device until she arrived 
home. 

Upon returning to campus 
the victim found that the lap-
top was missing from the re-
strooms where she left it. 

The laptop is estimated to be 
worth $1,200.

Magic trick
A Nintendo 3DS was re-

ported stolen from the Skills 
Center locker room on March 
18 at noon.

The red and black device 
was in the male victim’s locker 
along with his jacket and had 
been secured with a combo 
lock. When the victim returned 
to his locker the lock was still 
intact and secured but the 
item was missing from inside, 
Farmer said. 

The portable gaming device 
is valued at $250, Farmer said.

Dance disaster
A female student requested 

medical aid on Thursday at 10 
p.m. inside Dance Room C. 

The victim reported practic-
ing an African dance when she 
turned the wrong way and felt 
her neck twinge. 

The victim then called her 
mother who advised her to call 
the paramedics, Farmer said. 

She was transported to Hoag 
Hospital in Newport Beach for 
further evaluation.

Graffiti 
Vandalism was reported 

on Thursday in the men’s re-
strooms near the Science Hall. 

An offensive racial slur was 
written outside of one of the 
stalls inside the men’s re-
stroom, Farmer said. 

The responding oficer took 
a photo of the message written 
on the stall and spoke with 
the student who reported the 
incident.

Maintenance was called to 
the site to clean the message 
off the stall. 

—The Crime Blotter was 
compiled by Daisy Ortiz from 
Campus Safety reports.

CAST AWAY

Photo courtesy of Anthony T. Gomez

Orange Coast college crew members celebrate at the Newport Beach boat house after winning all four duals against the 
UCLA Bruins over the weekend. Crew will next face competition in the San Diego Crew Classic this weekend.

The Orange Coast College 
Speech, Debate and Reader’s 
Theater team proved exactly why 
they placed irst in the California 
Community College Forensics 
Association’s State Champi-
onship tournament during a 
Reader’s Theater Showcase on 
campus Thursday. 

The performance was held in 
the Science Hall and showcased 
the talents of several members 
of the team who participated in 
the state championship, which 
was held at Moorpark College 
March 11-15. 

While many students in the 
audience were attending the 
performance for extra credit for 
communications classes, the 
showcase was a golden oppor-
tunity for the team to show off 
what they’re all about. 

The Speech, Debate and Read-
er’s Theater team, otherwise 
known as forensics, is a co-cur-
ricular activity team that travels 

to compete at local, regional, 
state and national tournaments 
between September and May, 
said Director of Forensics Chris-
topher De Surra.

Members of the team often 
find themselves crafting and 
performing different types of 
contemporary material, ranging 
from literature to current events 
or politics or any relevant ideas 
and issues.

“Forensics is a competitive ac-
tivity so we are looking for more 
compelling and more interesting 
materials than our competition,” 
De Surra said. 

During the state tournament, 
OCC’s team triumphed over 39 
other two-year colleges from all 
over California. As impressive 
as it sounds, the team puts in an 
equally impressive amount of 
practice time to prepare.

“We have about three three-
hour rehearsals per week and 
before competitions it usually 
builds up,” Jessica Elderkin, 
a 19-year-old health science 
major and member of the foren-
sics team said. “But joining the 
team is the best decision I’ve 
ever made.”

Competitor’s work however 
isn’t limited to just memoriz-
ing lines. Many performances 
include intricate choreography 
and at times even songs that 

must be executed with expert 
synchronicity to deliver the in-
tended impact to the audience. 
Members of the team must 
work closely together for a suc-
cessful performance especially 
during competition season.

“The team members help 
each other on their speeches 
— they watch and give each 
other notes,” De Surra said. 
“While the competition portion 
of speech is done one speaker 
at a time, the support of team-
mates is integral to the success 
of each speaker and the success 
of the team.”

In addition to a demanding 
rehearsal schedule, the team 
also travels to anywhere be-
tween ten to 15 competitive 
tournaments each year. Yet 
somehow, each member of 
the team manages to keep up 
with their other classes, work 
and their own personal lives 
— a tall order for any college 
student. 

But after witnessing the in-
tensely close camaraderie be-
tween the team members and 
their coaches, it’s not hard 
to understand why so many 
students decide to go the extra 
mile and immerse themselves 
entirely in this particularly 
demanding art form.  

“They [the coaches] believed 

in me in a way that no one had. 
They’re like my second fami-
ly,” Asha Wasug, a 20-year-old 
communications major and irst 
year member of the team said. 

Not only are they able to 
perform pieces that inform 
and educate the audience, but 
this particular craft gives stu-
dents the opportunity to ex-
press themselves and uncover a 
deeper sense of self, the world 
around them and educate those 
who are in the audience.

“I love expressing myself 
through these pieces,” Wasug 
said. “I love the art behind it. 
I love all the little pieces I can 
put together to make a speech 
that can change certain matters 
and have an impact.” 

The impact, however, doesn’t 
always affect just the audience. 
The art of public speaking, 
something most students dread 
when taking the required class, 
is a skill that these students are 
inding will beneit them for 
years after they’ve left college 
and quite possibly the rest of 
their lives.

“You learn so many things 
that allow you to grow as 
a person,” Alex Malinis, a 
19-year-old communications 
major said. “I think what I 
learned is that I have conidence 
in myself.”

Forensics students find confidence
Winning speech 
team members say 
its more a family 
than a class.

BY DAISY ORTIZ
STAFF WRITER

Growing up together
OCC students get 
to see first hand 
what pre-school is 
all about.

BY JENNIFER NGUYEN
STAFF WRITER

With paint-covered ingers and 
ecstatic smiles, children raced 
around outside on a recent sunny 
evening, running off some of the 
sugar from their afternoon snacks 
with the help of student-teachers.

Located in the Merrimac Way 
Parking Lot, Orange Coast Col-
lege’s Lab School is a part of 
its Early Childhood Education 
program and gives students an op-
portunity to be assistant teachers 
to children ages 2 to 5.

Yuri Akiyama, 22, an early 
childhood education major, is 
a student teacher at the Lab 
School.  She said students will get 
to work closely with children and 
understand what their needs are.

“[I’ve learned] to really think 
of what the children are interested 
in and what they need the most,” 
Akiyama said. 

By being a part of this program, 
Akiyama said she has gotten clos-
er to the students and has gained 
insight on what being a preschool 
teacher will be like. The program 
has half days to work and be lex-
ible with her own schedule.

“It’s nice to have them call me 
Teacher Yuri and I feel they really 

trust me,” Akiyama said.
OCC’s Early Childhood Lab 

School was the irst lab school 
built at a community college in 
California when it opened 28 
years ago.  LuAnne Venham, 
coordinator of the lab school, 
has been at the lab school since 
it opened and said that it is an 
exciting place to work. 

“[The director and I] love the 
program and we’ve grown up in 
it,” Venham said.

The school has activities rang-
ing from a writing center to a 
creative art area.  At the end of 
the day, the teachers set up a 
curriculum to see what the kids 
were interested in and if there 

were any areas where they could 
extend on their thinking.

“I like to be able to see all 
the growth — the kids and the 
families growing, along with 
the college students growing 
and taking with them what we’re 
teaching them, such as the cur-
riculum, the songs, the love of 
kids,” Venham said.

The OCC Early Childhood 
Lab School is now welcoming 
parents looking to enroll their 
children for the 2015-16 school 
year.

Morning and afternoon pro-
grams with different schedules 
are avaialble with fees ranging 
from $260 to $610.

Photo courtesy of Orange Coast College

The Early Childhood Lab School gives OCC students a first 
hand look at what teaching small children is all about.
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Doers Do
CSULB 2015 May Intersession

Three-Week Session: May 18 – June 5 (SSI)

Accomplish More in Less Time

Registration begins April 6

(800) 963-2250 x 60001 | info@ccpe.csulb.edu

www.ccpe.csulb.edu/intersession

California State University, Long Beach

College of Continuing and Professional Education

No formal admission 

to CSULB required 

Enroll on a  

“space available” basis 

Earn units toward 

your degree 

#DoersDo

@CSULBInterSessn

The buzzing of tattoo guns is 
the irst thing that excites any 
tattoo collector upon entering 
the irst set of glass double doors. 

Next is the swarm of familiar 
faces — from the artists behind 
the booths, to the music legends 
going under the needle, to the 
colorful bodies wandering the 
aisles — this community is small 
and festivals like Musink are 
more like retreats for society’s 
outsiders. 

Blink-182 drummer Travis 
Barker presented the eighth an-
nual Musink over the weekend at 
the Orange County Fairgrounds 
in Costa Mesa.  

The sold out, three-day festi-
val showcased about 300 of the 
world’s inest tattoo artists along 
with live performances by punk 
rock legends Rancid, Bad Reli-
gion and Blink-182’s irst show 
with new vocalist Matt Skiba of 
Alkaline Trio.

“Tattoos aren’t supposed to 
be pretty — if you want it, get 
it — who cares what they say,” 
Hammer from clothing brand 
Violent Gentlemen said. 

The Costa Mesa-based hockey 

apparel brand Violent Gentlemen 
collaborated with tatoo artist 
Luke Wessman to offer members 
hockey-themed tattoos. 

Wessman had about a three 
hour wait for these collaboration 
tattoos which ranged from about 
$80 to $400 depending on size. 

“I’m so happy to be out here 
with my Violent Gentlemen fam-
ily and hoping to get everyone 
in for one of our collaboration 
tattoos,” Wessman said. 

Along with Wessman, two 
fairground buildings were illed 
with well-known artists like 
London Reese from The Vatican 
in Lake Forest, Mike Devries 
from MD Tattoos in Northridge 
and Nikko Hurtado from Black 
Anchor in Hesperia. A few fa-
mous faces were also spotted 
under the needle such as per-
forming artists The Game and 
Yela Wolf.

“It’s just so rad to be out here 
and for this to be considered 
work. All the artists here are at 
the top of their game,” Chewy 
Molina, 20,  Wessman’s appren-
tice and aspiring tattoo artist said.

The highlight of both evenings 
was deinitely the musical per-
formances.  

Bad Religion really does no 

wrong when playing live shows. 
Having seen the LA-based band 
many times over the years, it 
almost seems like they just get 
better with age.

Greg Grafin, the 50-year-old 
lead vocalist with nearly a full 
head of white hair, has more en-
ergy than most 25 year olds and 
sounds just like his recordings 
from the 1980s.

“I forgot how much I loved 
Bad Religion. I used to always 
listen to them back in the day 
and they seriously sound just 
like their records. The only 
thing different is that they look 
old,” Thomas O’Neill, 27, an art 
major said. 

On the other hand, Blink-182 
has a much different sound than 
the irst time I saw them 15 years 
ago. I still can’t fully decide if I 
didn’t like it or if I’m just partial 
to the band’s original vocals by 
Tom DeLonge. Granted, I am a 
fan of Matt Skiba and his original 
band Alkaline Trio, but the vocal 
styling is just different.     

I was honestly just shocked 
when the band played its set on 
Sunday evening — as a kid who 
grew up listening to Blink-182 
and consistently seeing them live 
since age 7.  Matt Skiba makes 
the new sound more like you’re 
listening to a cover band rather 
than the legendary Blink-182. 

Regardless, it is always fun 
singing along to old favorites 
with a crowd of people who also 
know all the words. 

Moments before Bad Reli-
gion’s Saturday night noteworthy 
performance, the 2015 Miss 
Musink title was announced by 
Tattoo Titans judge and Sullen 
Angel Bernadette Macias.

“It’s such a pleasure meeting 

all these ladies,” Macias said. 
Erika Lancaster Young, Miss 

Musink 2014, passed the torch 
on to her successor, the purple- 
haired Saints Ink Tattoo co-own-
er and model Jay Lynn. 

“This year was crazy and I 

cannot believe it’s over. I love 
my Sullen Angel family,” last 
year’s winner Young said. “All 
these girls are just so hot and I’m 
really excited to be judging the 
contest, and help pick this year’s 
lucky lady.” 

The buzz, the music, the beauty
Costa Mesa’s eighth annual Musink
combines punk rock legends and 
sought after tattoo artists into a three-
day festival.

BY KYLEE PICO
FEATURES EDITOR
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A Musink visitor decides to get a new tattoo during the three-day art and music festival last 
weekend at the Orange County Fairgrounds.

Maybe this has happened to 
you.

You park in the Adams Avenue 
Parking Lot and since you don’t 
have a parking permit you sprint 
to run an errand around campus.

When you return to your car, 
there it is. A parking ticket stuck 
to your windshield, lapping in 
the wind.

Orange Coast College’s Cam-
pus Safety department issues 
nearly 13,000 parking tickets 
per year — excluding the close 
to 7,000 tickets voided by them. 

“You can buy (a student park-
ing permit) for $30 for the whole 
semester. I mean, where are you 
going to find a deal like that? 
Or how about the meters. For a 
quarter you get a half an hour. 
It’s really cheap. You go out to 
the dispensers and for a dollar 
you get a four hour pass. Buy two 
back to back and you’ll get all day 
and all night parking,” said Chief 
of Campus Safety John Farmer.

A Campus Safety oficer said 
students have tried every trick 
in the book in attempts to fool 
parking lot patrols — including 
ridiculously altering expired pa-
per permits with ink. 

Rather than inding luck, they 

ind angry oficers.  
Oficers added that they claim 

to be nice when it comes to 
voiding tickets when they see 
you dashing to your car to avoid 
a $27 ine, but if you pull shady 
moves like these, they won’t have 
mercy on you. 

“If you insult my intelligence, I 
will deinitely give you a ticket,” 
said Campus Safety patrol oficer 
Son Nguyen, 23.

In addition to students, teachers 
and staff are also eligible for ines 
on campus. They receive free staff 
parking permits and are allowed 
to park in staff and student spaces. 
They will get tickets in yellow 
zones, in meters if they don’t pay, 
parking in handicap spots and in 
red zones. 

“We will give them a lot of 
tickets, because if they say, ‘I’m 
a teacher I should be able to 
park wherever I want,’ they get 
a ticket,” Farmer said. “They’ll 
get tickets for parking in the ATM 
machine only spaces, too.”  

Ticket ines are determined by 
the Coast Community College 
District and not OCC. Most ines 
are $27 and $37 but stolen permits 
are ined $62 and parking in a 
handicapped spot is $250. 

“If I see (a woman) get out of 
(a) car and you don’t look dis-
abled, we will run the plate and 
if it comes back belonging to a 
man in his 40s, not you, you will 
get ined,” Farmer said.

 Other ines include towing. 
Campus Safety tows vehicles left 
on campus for more than 72 hours 
unless it has been cleared.

Cars that have received more 

than ive ines can also be towed. 
Students usually will have a 
registration hold placed on their 
cars as towing fees can cost more 
than $200. 

Farmer advises students to 
avoid fines by getting parking 
passes and not pulling shady 
moves. 

“Most of the time I really don’t 
want to give tickets. But if you try 
to manipulate us, we will punish 
you,” said Campus Safety patrol 
Danny Ha, 20, a business major.

 

Try to pull one over, get a ticket 
Campus Safety
officers are nice 
unless you want to 
scam them.

BY ABBEY FERNANDEZ
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
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our company can provide the 
programs that are needed to meet 
the curriculums,” Costas said. 

Currently, Costas has estab-
lished a pilot program with 
Paularino Elementary School in 
Costa Mesa, offering a one-hour 
class that meets twice a week for 
eight weeks. 

Teaching these classes are 
Orange County artists who are 
hired by Contempo Ballet which 
gives dancers employment op-
portunities. 

Depending on the results with 
the pilot program at Paularino 
and funding, Costas would like 
Contempo Ballet to expand 
its outreach programs to other 
elementary schools in the area, 
and eventually work up to high 
schools, he said.

Contempo Ballet Company 
dancer and OCC student Jennie 
Wolk, 28, who has been training 
with Costas for about six years, 
said she is immensely impressed 
by Costas’ dedication to bring-
ing the arts to the community. 

“It’s inspiring. Dance shaped 
my life and it made me who I 
am and for (Jose) to want to of-
fer that to people, it’s amazing,” 
Wolk said. 

Wolk will perform in Costas’ 
original “Herencia Latina” and 
said she is looking forward to 
making her debut as a profes-
sional dancer.

OCC’s Foundation and other 
Orange County residents are 
sponsoring “Herencia Latina” 
on Friday at 9:30 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. Tickets are $10 and 
are on sale at the OCC Bursar’s 
Office at (714) 432-5880 or 
online at www.occtickets.com.

Contempo Ballet Compa-
ny has partnered with New-
port-Mesa Uniied School Dis-
trict and will offer a perfor-
mance free for students who 
attend public schools. 

For more information on 
Contempo Ballet Company 
performances and outreach 
programs, go to visit www.
contempoballet.org or email 
Costas  directly at jcostas@
contempoballet.org. 

DANCE: OCC instructor brings his 
dream of a ballet company to life.

From Page 1
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Campus 
Events

For information on most 
campus events,

call (714) 432-5880.  

Theatre 

Concerts

“Existence,” through 
April 16: An art exhibit 
exploring life, death and 
every moment in between. 
Featuring artists G. Gilday, 
J. Lowry and J.F. Podevin. 
Opening reception 5 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. Friday. In the 
Frank M. Doyle Arts Pa-
vilion.  Admission is free.

Dance

Art

“World Dance Cel-
ebration” May 22: A 
lecture-demonstration 
showcasing the colorful 
heritage of dances around 
the world. Directed by 
Angelika Nemeth. In the 
Robert B. Moore Theatre. 
Curtain 8 p.m.  Admission 
$10 advance, $15 door.

“Baroque Masters,” 
May 9: Conducted by Ri-
cardo Soto, the OCC Sym-
phony’s final concert of the 
semester highlights the Ba-
roque masters. In the Rob-
ert B. Moore Theatre. Cur-
tain 7:30 p.m.  Admission 
$15, students $10 with ID

“A Rich Evening of Or-
loff,” April 10: An evening 
of short comic plays by 
playwright Rich Orloff. 
Recommended for ma-
ture audiences. In the Dra-
ma Lab Theatre. Curtain 
7:30 p.m. Admission $5 
in advance, $7 at the door. 

“Student Dance Con-
cert” May 1: Students 
will perform original cho-
reography in a variety of 
dance styles. Directed by 
Amelie Hunter and Teresa 
Jankovic. In the Robert 
B. Moore Theatre. Cur-
tain 8 p.m.  Admission 
$10 advance, $15 door.

“OCC Jazz Ensemble,” 
May 4: A night of big band 
jazz by the OCC Studio 
Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab 
Ensemble and Jazz Improv 
Ensemble. Special guest 
artists to be announced. Di-
rected by Paul Navidad and 
Dana Wheaton. In the Rob-
ert B. Moore Theatre. Cur-
tain 7:30 p.m.  Admission  
$8 in advance, $10 at door.

“Urinetown,” May 8: A 
musical by Mark Hollmann 
and Greg Kotis about a 
serious water shortage and 
town where you have to 
pay to pee. Recommended 
for mature audiences. In 
the Drama Lab Theatre. 
Curtain 7:30 p.m. on May 
8-10, 15-16 and 2:30 p.m. 
on May 17. Admission 
$12 in advance, $15 at the 
door.  Students and seniors 
$8 in advance, $10 at door.

“OCC Guitar Ensem-
ble Concert,” May 28: 
Adam Pettit directs the 
classical guitar program 
showcasing soloists, small 
ensembles and a large gui-
tar orchestra on classical 
guitars. David Murdy di-
rects the studio program 
featuring jazz and modern 
rock and pop standards 
on acoustic and electric 
guitars. In the Robert B. 
Moore Theatre. Curtain 
7:30 p.m.  Admission $10

They say that customers come 
to a restaurant for the food, but 
return for the service.

At the Captain’s Table, Orange 
Coast College’s weekly restau-
rant, this was deinitely the case 
for me.  The entire experience, 
from the food to the service, 
was excellent and they have 
earned themselves a new regular 
customer.

Last Thursday featured a 
Spanish-themed menu and was 
prepared by OCC’s Ala Minute 
Class.  The cost was $12 a person 
and the meal included a choice 
of either an appetizer or salad, an 
entrée, a dessert and a beverage.

 For the low price customers 
get a bang for their buck along 
with amazing service.  When 
my friend received the wrong 
entrée, they happily and quickly 
replaced it with the correct one 
without any trouble.  

The restaurant has everything 
a student could want: top-quality 
food, an inexpensive price and the 
convenience of being on campus.  
If students have a long gap and 

don’t want to go out to eat in fear 
of losing their valued parking 
spot, then they can easily go to 
the Captain’s Table on Thursdays.

Our waiter greeted us with a 
smile and was extremely atten-
tive throughout the meal.  He 
would regularly check up on us 
and ask if we needed our drinks 
to be illed or if we would like 
more bread.  However, it did 
take a bit of time for us to get the 
check but maybe it was because 
the restaurant was a full house.

Having a themed menu can be 
limiting, but last week’s menu 
had a variety to choose from.  For 
the entrées, there was a choice 
between paella, sautéed steak, 
braised rabbit and roasted lamb.  
The well-seasoned and lavorful 
food won over the hot dogs and 
quesadillas I am used to eating.

For the appetizer, I had the 
spiced pork skewer, which was 
tender and satisfying.  The restau-
rant gave the perfect amount so 
I was not too full to move onto 
my entrée.  

The least impressive, yet still 
delicious part of the meal was 
dessert.  The vanilla lan had a 
great lavor, but the texture was 
too soft and broke down the 
moment we put our spoon into it.

The entrée was the star of 
the show.  The mixed seafood 
with chicken and rice paella was 
packed with flavor and had a 
great assortment of seafood, such 
as calamari and even a piece of 

lobster.  
I regularly had to remind my-

self I was on campus because 
the experience reminded me of 
one I would have at any other 
restaurant.

If you’ve had more than your 
fair share of burgers or Cup Noo-
dles from the Student Center, 
then the Captain’s Table is the 
place to go.  

The full restaurant was made 
up of primarily an older audi-
ence. My friend and I seemed 
to be the only students.  More 
students should be taking ad-
vantage of having a tremendous 
restaurant at school.

The Captain’s Table is located 
between the Bursar’s Ofice and 
Student Center.  Reservations 
are only available on Thursdays 
at 11:30 a.m., 11:45 a.m., noon 
and 12:15 p.m.  

To make a reservation call 
(714) 432-5876 ext. 22.   

The Captain’s Table 
Restaurant is a fine 
dining experience 
without leaving 
Orange Coast.

BY JENNIFER NGUYEN
STAFF WRITER

OCC’s gastronomic delight
If you go

What: Captain’s Table 
Restaurant
When: 11:30 a.m., 11:45 
a.m., noon and 12: 15 p.m. 
on Thursdays.
Where: Between the 
Bursar’s Office and the 
Student Center.
Cost: $12
Info: To make a reserva-
tion, call (714) 432-5876 
ext. 22
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A student in the Ala Minute class chopped ingredients for the 
Captain’s Table Restaurant last spring. The restaurant serves 
three-course meals every Thursday on campus.

Brunch is better for those over 21years old
The only thing 
better than 
breakfast is 
bottomless drinks.

BY KYLEE PICO
FEATURES EDITOR

“One Act Play Festi-
val,” May 16-18: The cul-
mination of the year, the 
Repretory Theatre presents   
a variety of original and 
published one-act works. 
Recommended for ma-
ture audiences. In the Dra-
ma Lab Theatre. Curtain 
7:30 p.m. Admission $5 
in advance, $7 at the door. 

I used to cringe at the sound of 
the word brunch.

For a while I associated the 
word with the list of other made 
up, annoying things my mom 
came up with to try and be 
quirky. I also associated the idea 
with having to wake up really 
early to drive two hours to meet 
up with my grandparents and 
not being able to eat anything 
until noon. 

To an 8 year old, brunch is hell.
To a 22 year old, brunch is an 

excuse to start drinking at 10 
a.m. and sound glamorous and 
functional rather than sounding 
like a lush. After all, drinking 
champagne is more socially 
acceptable than a gas station tall 
can before noon. 

Since I have been of drinking 
age, I have favored to this boozy 
late breakfast concept, but can’t 
escape the obnoxious girls in 
sundresses and loppy hats fall-

ing out of their wedgies — and 
there is deinitely no way around 
the guys whose comb overs have 
endured last night at Sutra. 

Aside from the stereotypical 
demographics of Orange County 
brunches, I have found some re-
ally great places to mimosa and 
dine, and some that are deinitely 
not worth the Uber fare. 

My go-to is American Junk-
ie off Newport Boulevard just 
seconds away from the Newport 
Beach Pier. The best part about 
their weekend brunch is the 
college student appropriate price 
point. For $15 you get your choice 
of a breakfast meal plus bottom-
less mimosas or Bloody Marys 
— which can be interchanged.  

I just love eating my scram-
bled egg sandwich — with an ex-
tra side of their awesome cream 
cheese sauce — while sipping 
on a mimosa and enjoying the 
beautiful view of the Newport 
Harbor. However, be sure to 
make a reservation, and make 
one nearly a week in advance. 
While the staff tries to be accom-
modating, Newport kids really 
love brunch and the tables for 
this wallet-friendly brunch can 
have a long wait. And, brunch is 
only served until 2 p.m. 

If I’m about to embark on a last 

minute brunch adventure, I avoid 
American Junkie and go straight 
to Saddle Ranch Chop House in 
Triangle Square. It’s just about 
double the price but deinitely 
worth it for easy parking and an 
almost immediate table with a 
mediocre view of the 55 freeway. 

They offer $10 for bottomless 
mimosas or Bloody Marys — 
this time not interchangeable 
—  with the purchase of any 
meal until 3 p.m. The Saddle 
Ranch bartenders serve up sev-
en lavors of mimosas and ive 
variations of Bloody Marys. I 
typically pair my huevos ran-
cheros with a classic mimosa 
and then have my server surprise 
me with a different lavor at each 
reill. I’ve had some awesome 
bartenders that will give me a 
special mixture that’s not even 
on the menu — talk about great 
customer service. 

The only thing annoying about 
this place is the loud mouthed 
20-somethings who ill the Sad-
dle Ranch patio — blabbering 
on about how amazing they spun 
at Sutra last night or celebrating 
a 21st birthday with drunk girls 
screaming on a bull, wearing 
pink fuzzy crowns at 11 a.m. 

Lastly, a local favorite is the 
Rusty Pelican off Paciic Coast 

Highway and Riverside Avenue 
overlooking the Newport Harbor. 
I have yet to understand why I 
partake in this place’s brunch 
festivities so frequently but like I 
said, it’s locally loved and most of 
the time I’m just along for the ride 
when going out with my friends. 

Sure, the food is impeccable 
and the view could very well be 
one of the best in town. However, 
the service is far from notewor-
thy. My supposedly bottomless 
champagne glass is empty more 
than full, the bill always hurts 
and the restaurant has a VIP club 

which means all the good outside 
tables or a table with any sort of 
outside view is reserved months 
in advance.  

I once went there and had to 
ask a man headed to the restroom 
to bring me some toilet paper 
because there was none in the 
women’s room and the host pre-
tended she was too busy to care. 

If you’re not an 80-year-old 
millionaire or Paris Hilton, good 
luck getting anything out of this 
staff that all just assumes they’re 
going to get a twenty percent tip 
on a $300 bill. 

MUSIC: Orange Coast College music professor Paul Navidad does it all — musically.
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and “Epcot’s America.”
Navidad has his own big 

band, jazz quintet and fusion 
band, and can be found per-
forming at several Southern 
California concert venues as 
well as noted Los Angeles-area 
jazz clubs. 

“Paul is a one-of-a-kind 
guy — not only a wonderful 
musician to play with but also 
a wonderful human being,” his 
close friend Scott Strecker said. 
“He elevates the game to a new 
level. No matter how good or 
bad the band is, he takes it up 
another notch.”

Navidad can also be found 
along the streets of New Or-
leans Square in Disneyland, 
providing amusement park 
goers jazzy tunes as part of the 
Jambalaya Jazz Band or the 
Royal Street Bachelors. But it 
doesn’t stop there — Navidad 
said that music has been able to 
take him all the world. 

He works with the Patrick 
Bradley Band most often doing 
high proile gigs. 

In September, the band re-
turned from the week-long 
Dave Koz and Friends Smooth 
Jazz Cruise to Alaska and 
Canada. 

Navidad describes rewarding 
yet challenging aspects of be-
ing able to experience irsthand 

the culture and environment of 
places such as Osaka, Japan and 
St. Kitts in the Caribbean. 

Navidad said he wouldn’t 
have been able to accomplish 
so much in his career if he 
didn’t have a genuine passion 
for music and the perseverance 
to keep up with the demands of 
being a musician. 

Although he is the only mu-
sician in his extended family, 
Navidad said they detected his 
musicality when he was a child. 

“Music was always a big 
thing going back to being a 
kid,” Navidad said. “My folks 
said whenever I was in the play 
pen and something musical 
came on the television, I would 
stand up and be totally alert 
until it stopped.”

His interest in music sparked 
while watching an episode 
of “The Andy Grifith Show” 
where Opie wanted to play the 
piano, a desire that encouraged 
him to begin taking lessons. 

At the same time, Navidad 
was part of an elite level vocal 
group called The All-American 
Boys Chorus until he itched for 
a new musical hobby and joined 
a band. 

Being the type of person 
who didn’t want to follow the 
crowd, Navidad said he noticed 
that no one in the band was 
playing the saxophone so he 
decided to learn it. 

He ended up discovering a 
love for the saxophone and con-
tinued with it into high school, 
going into marching band, jazz 
band and ensemble. 

“The appeal of jazz was that 
there was a great deal of impro-
visation. It excited me to make 
something up myself — I prob-
ably annoyed the band director 
several times by improvising,” 
Navidad said. 

Even back when he took 
piano lessons, Navidad would 
play through the whole sheet 
music and still feel as if it was 
incomplete, challenging himself 
to add his own piece to the end. 

His fascination with impro-
visation is indicative of the 
creativity and originality that 
would later serve in his own 
compositions and arrangements.

“Once, when I was directing 
a show at the Pantages Theatre, 
I needed an arrangement of the 
Canadian national anthem,” 
Strecker said. “Paul sat down 
and wrote the arrangement 
from scratch in a matter of 
minutes — I couldn’t believe 
it. From then on, I always knew 
he was a ine musician.” 

Navidad pursued his inter-
ests with a minor in music at 
the University of California, 
Irvine, eventually earning his 
master’s degree in music with 
a concentration in saxophone 
performance/ jazz studies from 

California State University, 
Long Beach.

His brilliance was recognized 
with scholarships to West Coast 
Jazz Saxophone Conclave I 
and II. 

In addition, Navidad was 
honored as a featured soprano 
saxophone soloist with the 
American Jazz Philharmonic, 
received another outstanding 
soloist citation from the Inter-
national Association of Jazz 
Educators and the Louis Arm-
strong Jazz Award.

Navidad is enthusiastic about 
sharing his acquired knowledge 
from years of experience with 
his students, having taught at 
OCC since 2000. 

He teaches Fundamentals of 
Music, History of Jazz, Theory, 
and Musicianship, investing 
time to sit down with students 
during his ofice hours and walk 
them through any questions that 
they might have. 

“Teaching doesn’t seem like 
work at all,” Navidad said. 
“I’m basically going into class 
and talking about something I 
love and hopefully inspiring 
the students to love it as well.” 

Being an instructor and per-
former complement one an-
other, Navidad said, because 
he is able to learn from his 
experiences in both professions 
and improve himself. 

For example, one of his 

regular gigs playing the piano 
at a church requires him to 
regularly interpret music from 
chord symbols, giving him the 
practice necessary to refine 
and enhance the quality of the 
music techniques that he passes 
down to students, he said. 

With such an expansive 
knowledge on music theory 
and capabilities as a vocalist, 
Navidad is working on multiple 
vocal and saxophone projects. 

He has already released a de-
but single as a vocalist entitled 
“I Won’t Let You Down,” avail-
able on iTunes and Amazon. 

Outside of his music, Navi-
dad is also a rabid Los Angeles 
Galaxy fan and season ticket 
holder for the LA Angels. 

In addition, he is keen on 
motorcycle and bicycle riding, 
as well as exploring his other 
talents, bowling and ballroom 
dancing. 

Since Navidad is too busy 
with gigs and teaching to prac-
tice as much as he’d like to, 
he has learned to practice ef-
iciently and values any free 
time. 

“Trying to keep your head 
above water in this business 
is tough because you have to 
devote so much time to it. If 
you want to be a musician you 
have to make sacriices at some 
point,” Navidad said. “It’s a 
tough life but it’s rewarding.”
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The Saddle Ranch Chop House in Triangle Square offers bot-
tomless mimosas or Bloody Marys for $10 during brunch.



Procrastina-
tion can be pro-
ductive. 

Ye s ,  t h a t 
sounds contra-
dictory, but let 
me explain.

Le t ’s  t a lk 
a b o u t  w h a t 
procrastination 
is and how to practice it the right 
way.

In my deinition, procrastina-
tion is the act of doing a task less 
pertinent than another. 

Your number one task would 
be most important, obviously, 

and anything listed after that is 
technically procrastination to a 
varying degree.

There are two types of pro-
crastination: active and passive 
procrastination, productive and 
unproductive essentially.

For instance, active procras-
tination would be practicing an 
instrument or grocery shopping. 

Like, you don’t really need to 
but you could always use more 
eggs and bacon.

Passive procrastination would 
include napping, taking selies, 
eating excessively and doing 
drugs (usually).

Today I wrote a cool poem, 
cleaned my room, talked to my 
best friend who I haven’t spoken 
to in a week and listened to some 
sweet music. 

I did all this because I needed 
to avoid homework at all costs.

I might not have gotten my 
homework done yet, but I don’t 
remember the last time I wrote a 
poem or cleaned my room.

Procrastination proved to be 
my unsung hero. 

It can bring people into doing 
things they don’t usually do by 
keeping them from doing the 
things that they are supposed 

to do most. Besides, the best 
procrastinators work well during 
crunch time anyway. 

And if you don’t work well 
under pressure, procrastinating 
will give you no choice but to 
get better at it.

Many people have told me I 
work well under pressure but 
the truth is that I have just had a 
lot of practice doing things at the 
last minute. 

Sometimes I pull it off, and 
it feels like an amazing rush, 
but I’ve also had procrastina-
tion-gone-wrong incidents that 
left me with strong self-hatred.

Practice procrastination at your 
discretion because too much of 
it can have detrimental results 
like failure of classes, and small 
amounts of procrastination can 
quickly lead to long bouts of it.

Getting away with procrasti-
nation usually means that that 
person will push the limit leav-
ing less and less time to do their 
work. 

It is not a pleasant cycle — it’s 
one that can lead to a lot of stress. 

And stress carries its own 
host of issues like pimples and 
stress-crying.

So procrastinate the right way.
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QUESTION

        of the WEEK What would you give out tickets for?

“Tickets involving positive 

encouragement, almost like stickers.”

Sydney Litwak
18, music production

Jimmy Ruacho
26, art communications

“My ticket would be for smoking 

cigarettes in smoke free areas.”

Dominique Dibernardo
18, photography

“What bugs me is littering on campus 
and rude behavior. So I’d give out 

tickets for that.”

Sierra Kent
18, audiology

“We’re all on a budget, so I’d give 
out tickets for overcharging in 

the cafeteria.”

John Spiller
22, international studies

“I would give out harassment tickets. 
It’s happened to me one too many times 

on campus.”
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Wi t h  t h e 
study carrels 
and a pleth-
ora of desks 
to  re lax  or 
even nap at, 
many Orange 
Coast College 
students find 
t hemse lves 
at the library, 
e s p e c i a l -
ly during long gaps between 
classes.

Although the library provides 
the peace and quiet that I need, 
I have found that continuously 
going to the library has made 
my days at school repetitive and 
mundane.  

Every now and then, I want 
to spend my breaks somewhere 
with a little more liveliness.  

With a strict work and school 
schedule, it’s easy for the life of 
a student to become redundant 
with day after day of doing the 

same things.  
If there were more options of 

places to sit across campus, it 
would add something different 
to a student’s schedule.

While there are plenty of 
benches to sit at, I ind it a strug-
gle to concentrate on homework 
or enjoy my break when the 
smell of cigarette smoke is 
lingering in the air or when 
students are racing by on their 
skateboards.  

Of course, the students have 
the freedom to do this, so I ind 
myself gravitating toward the 
inside of buildings to spend my 
free time in between classes.

There are hole in the wall 
spots across campus that are 
great places to relax when the 
library has become a little bit 
too quiet or repetitive, such as 
the Horticulture building or the 
Technology building, where 
there are benches to relax at 
without all of the constant hustle 

and bustle of students.
However, it would be great to 

have a place for students to relax 
at without having to worry about 
being quiet, the cigarette smoke, 
or students on their skateboards.  

While the Student Center pro-
vides just this, it gets crowded 
quickly.  

There are not enough tables to 
sit at and if there are, I am too 
cramped to relax.  

If the Student Center were to 
expand, it would be almost a 

utopia for students to come and 
relax without the concerns of 
what can happen outside.

Maybe I’m being a little too 
nitpicky about where I spend 
my breaks.  

After all, Orange Coast Col-
lege is a community college 
and I can’t expect the luxury of 
what Cal State Universities and 
University of Californias offer, 
but a girl can dream.

Yes, it can lead to a job Coffee runs are a waste

Do internships really help students?

PRO CON

I
nternships tend 
to have a rela-
tively bad rep-

utation. 
The intern is the 

unpaid laborer who 
is used strictly for 
c o f f e e  r u n s  a n d 
steaming clothing 
samples.

While this could 
very well be the case for some com-
panies out there, there are many com-
panies that take the time to outline 
lesson plans and projects — yes to 
help with their own work load — but 
to also give this aspiring worker a 
taste of real work experience. 

A couple summers back I took the 
plunge into a fashion public relations 
summer internship.

With the expectations of steaming 
samples and doing most of the sec-
retarial ofice tasks, I was pleasantly 
pleased with the actual PR experience 
I got, lessons I would have never 
learned in even in the best communi-
cations class. 

They had me drafting press releas-
es, pitching editors, researching me-
dia outlets for their different clients, 
pulling and shipping sample requests 
for some of the top magazines, and 
not to mention they actually took the 
time to know my name, interests and 
educational goals. 

“My summer internship was a really 

great opportunity and it solidified 
my career choice. I just wish I would 
have taken advantage of my time in 
the ofice more,” Kiersten Lewis, 22, 
a communications major said.

When I took the internship, I had 
only taken one public relations class 
and a couple marketing classes and 
was just really trying to igure out if 
I had a knack for the industry. 

Experiencing the career hands-on 
made me realize that it was deinitely 
something I could do for the rest of 
my life. 

“I got hired after my summer in-
ternship. Now I have my own intern, 
which is pretty cool because I think 
my internship experience will help me 
teach her better,” Karen Barrera, 21, a 
communications major said. 

Another misconception I was told 
upon taking my internship is that in-
terns are disposable, and rarely get em-
ployment opportunities because they 
are already doing the work for free.

However, a year after starting my 
not-so-summer internship, I was for-
tunate enough to be offered a position 
at the agency and as a bottom of the 
totem pole, paid employee. 

Sometimes I wish I was still just 
an intern.   

“The internship I’m taking now 
just has me super excited to transfer 
and graduate so I can get paid to do 
this every day,” Rachel Evans, 23, a 
psychology major said. 

T
hey say the 
more intern-
sh ips ,  t he 

more career pow-
er, right? But what 
happens when those 
internships don’t pro-
vide any learning.

A  c o u p l e  o f 
months ago I  looked 
into paid internships. 
Like many, I can’t 
afford to give my spare time away to a 
bigger something without getting paid 
for it. I need to live and living costs 
money. 

But that thought went out the window 
quickly. It turns out that these days you 
pay to intern, not vice versa. 

Now I understand that an internship 
consists mainly of gaining insight, 
knowledge and experience, not money, 
but most of these modern internships 
are not even offering that. 

Too many people have confessed to 
me how badly they get treated at their 
internships. The cliché you know — 
being sent to get coffee, donuts, ofice 
supplies, pass mail around, pick people 
up, answer phones and clean. 

Basically, they just do grunt work 
all day.

Complaints also include not being 
remotely noticed during the day, never 
meeting the person who promised to 
help them get to the next level, and not 
learning anything because they were 

not allowed around the “big people.”
Don’t get me wrong, almost always 

a Harvard graduate will get chosen 
over a local university graduate, that’s 
known. Titles are important. So maybe 
saying you interned for a high branded 
company might get you chosen over 
someone else who didn’t. 

But when push comes to shove, 
what did you actually learn during 
your internship? You spent so much of 
your valued time and tons of your own 
money and effort all for a title. 

Why have these companies falsely 
proclaimed that the intern will learn 
and take in irst hand experiences when 
all they really need is an extra, unpaid 
pair of hands to get stuff done around 
the ofice? Why not call it what it is — 
free labor. 

Surprisingly, people will still take 
the job. 

Have the ad say: You, as a lower-level 
employee, will be sent out to perform 
the work that higher level employees 
don’t want to do, (because of laziness 
or lack of time) and we will pay you 
by generously allowing you to say you 
interned for our amazing company. 
Sounds spot on.

So maybe capitalizing in an intern-
ship that may cost thousands of dollars, 
where you might be often used for grunt 
work, and gain minimal learning might 
not be such a bad call if it assures you 
have a higher probability of landing a 
job that can return your investment. 

Give me a comfy place to sit, or give me death

File photo

An Orange Coast student lies down in the Library to study. 
Trying to find a place on campus away from the sounds of 
skateboarders and the smell of smoke isn’t easy.

Waiting until the last night isn’t always a negative

Tell us what 
you think
Where is the most 

comfortable spot on 
campus to study between 

classes or spend a few 
hours? Tell us your tips 

@coastreport
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OCC CLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad call 714-432-5673

Study Spanish in Madrid Spain with OCC
5 weeks,  June 25-August 1, 2015

$3,575 + fees. Price is for 25-29 students
www.OCCstudyabroad.info

jbrown@occ.cccd.edu

OTHER

Advertise in the Coast Report.

Contact Kate Mann for more 

information at (714) 432-5673

Or email coastreportads@yahoo.com

STUDY ABROAD

Read  
the Coast 
Report  

Dive into the depths of OCC

The Orange Coast College 
baseball team breezed past Riv-
erside 4-0 due to a masterful 
complete game thrown by Art 
Vidrio on Thursday.

He allowed the leadoff man to 
get a hit to begin the game, but 
went the remainder of the game 
without giving up another hit.  
While improving his record to 
5-1, Vidrio allowed two walks 
and had nine strikeouts.

Vidrio got off to a somewhat 
slow start, allowing runners to 
reach scoring position in each of 
the irst two innings of the game.  
After that, the Tigers offense 
was silent, going 1-2-3 in six of 
the next seven innings.

Vidrio talked about the men-
tality he has when he is on the 
mound and how he is able to 
come back from a mistake to 
ind a rhythm when starting off 
slow.

“I think it has to do with the 
mindset I have,” Vidrio said. 
“Give up a hit, so what, next 
pitch.”

Only one Tiger would reach 
base after the second inning 
making it impossible for them to 
mount any kind of rally against 
Vidrio.

Vidrio attributed his success 
mainly to the location of his 
pitches.

“I kept the ball down a lot 
and had command of every 
pitch,” Vidrio said. “Even the 
irst hit they got was low and in 
the dirt.”

Head coach John Altobelli 
was not only impressed with 
Vidrio’s ability to command 

his pitches, but also the speed 
at which he threw them.

“He was able to get his off 
speed pitches over for strike in 
hitters counts,” Altobelli said.  
“And his fastball, I haven’t seen 
him throw that hard in his two 
years.”

On the offensive side, short-
stop Jeff Nellis accounted for 
the irst four runs and led the 
Pirates, going two for two with 
three RBIs.  He scored the irst 
run on a two-out RBI single 
by Chaneng Varela in the third 
inning.  

“I was able to stay calm and 
stick with my approach,” Nellis 
said. “I was seeing the ball really 
well today and was able to lay 
off the junk away and get pitches 
I could hit.”

In the fifth inning, Nick 
Grimes would lead off with 
a single, followed by a Chris 
Prescott bloop double down the 
left ield line to set the stage 
with the second and third no-
body out. The following hitter 
Nellis continued his solid day 
by doubling to the left to extend 
the lead to 3-0.

In his next at-bat, Nellis 
was able to score Nick Grimes 
from third base with a sacriice 
squeeze bunt to increase the 
lead to 4-0.

OCC would tack on another 
insurance run in the eighth 
inning after Stephen Corona 
grounded out with the bases 
loaded to drive in Varela.

“We started off a little slow, 
then we started getting back 
on the top half of the baseball 
and putting pressure on them,” 
Altobelli said.  There were a lot 
of new faces in the lineup and a 
lot of good contributors today, 
which was nice.”

With the win, OCC improved 
to 15-9 overall and 6-3 in the Or-
ange Empire Conference, while 
Riverside dropped to 15-7 over-
all and 3-6 within the conference.

Great pitching puts Pirates on top
Art Vidrio throws 
his heart out to 
help shut out
Riverside College.

BY MAX MAYER
SPORTS EDITOR

Photo courtesy of Orange Coast College

The Orange Coast College Pirates took over first place in the OEC conference over the weekend defeating Santa Ana College 
Saturday on the heels of a brilliant pitching effort a few days earlier.

Pirates move into first place
FROM CAMPUS REPORTS

The Orange Coast College 
baseball team took sole pos-
session of first place in the 
Orange Empire Conference on 
Saturday after earning a 9-3 
win over Santa Ana at Don 
Sneddon Field.

Coast (16-9, 7-3 in OEC) 
grabbed the top spot after Ful-
lerton College lost to visiting 

Golden West, 5-4, on Saturday, 
dropping the Hornets into a tie 
for second place with Cypress 
at 6-4. Saddleback, Golden 
West and Irvine Valley are all 
5-5 and just two games behind 
the Pirates, while Riverside (4-
6) and Santa Ana (2-8) round 
out the eight-team conference 
lineup.

In Saturday’s win over the 
Dons, Coast took advantage of 
the scoring opportunities with 
productive at-bats. Four of 

OCC’s runs were scored with 
sacriice lies, while two more 
came home via bases-loaded 
walks and another came from 
a SAC throwing error.

In fact, only Cole Rutherford 
and Jeff Nellis actually drove 
in runs with hits. Rutherford’s 
came on an RBI-double to left 
in Coast’s three-run fourth 
inning, while Nellis added a 
double to center in the eighth.

Nellis inished with a pair of 
sacriice lies and three RBI for 

the afternoon, while Rutherford 
went 2-for-4 with a run and 
two RBI. Jack Kruger and Nick 
Grimes each went 2-for-5 with 
two runs and Tommy Bell added 
a hit and two runs scored for the 
Pirates, winners of four straight.

James McLellan (1-0) pitched 
3 1/3 innings of relief to pick up 
the win, allowing no runs on two 
hits with two strikeouts. Dominic 
Purpura threw the final three 
innings for his conference-best 
sixth save of the season.

months of service — an instrument 
he learned to play during his high 
school years.

When he was honorably dis-
charged in the 1940s he was 
encouraged by a friend to join the 
Honolulu Police Department.  He 
worked there for two years where 
he enjoyed walking the beat.

He said he misses the days when 
oficers didn’t always have radios 
or backup and said he looks back 
on the times he often had to ight 
with troublemakers.  He laughs as 
he tells this story, while wiggling 
his nose showing that there is no 
cartilage left after all of his ights.

During that time he met Bev-
erley Green, his wife of 62 years.  
They met on the Waikiki Beach 
while she was on an extended 
vacation from Downey.  After 
dating for a while Green proposed 
and soon after they moved to 
California.  

His wife Beverley worked as a 
registered nurse at the OCC Health 
Center and is now retired.  

Green and his wife have two 
sons, Bradley and Dennis, and six 
grandchildren.

Green graduated from OCC 

with his associates degree in police 
science.  Over the years he has 
also attended other universities 
in California, such as California 
State University Fullerton and 
Long Beach.  He has earned about 
three years of credits, but never 
completed his bachelor’s degree.  

During the 1950s, he attended 
the Los Angeles Police Academy 
for some additional training.  

Green was employed at the 
Santa Ana Police Department for 
two years, before joining the Costa 
Mesa Police Department.

During his time at Costa Mesa, 
Green also taught a Fields Prob-
lems course through Golden West 
College at the Los Alamitos Naval 
Airbase.  

His co-workers talk about the 
avid whistler with passion and the 
utmost respect.  

“He has a great history,” Winer 
said.  

 Winer has worked with Green 
for 17 years and said he enjoys 
working alongside him and listen-
ing to his stories.  

Not only does Green have a 
great personal history, but he is a 
walking history book.  He remem-
bers when the OCC campus was 
an old military base.  

“The district ofice across the 
street used to house prisoners of 
war during World War II.  This 
campus used to be the Santa Ana 
Air Corp, the Air Force wasn’t 
created yet,” Green said.

Green is the longest working 
employee in campus security.  
When he began, there were four 
or ive employees, no graveyard 
shift and student assistant positions 
were nonexistent.  He has worked 
solely part time, but he was always 
willing to ill in when needed. 

He also trained students on how 
to handle security situations when 
the office implemented student 
assistants.  

Like everyone else in the ofice, 
Chief of Campus Safety John 
Farmer said he will miss seeing 
Green and listening to his tales.

“Everyone loves his stories.  
He would talk about his times in 
Hawaii.  He is such a wealth of 
knowledge,” Farmer said. “Jimmy 
is always welcome to come back, 
grab a cart and drive around.”

Although he oficially retired 
from security 10 years ago, he kept 
coming back.  He said he enjoys 
working with the people and being 
a part of the student community.  
It was hard for him to stay away.

When asked about his time at 
Coast, Green admits that he is not 
as quick as he used to be but he 
said he has enjoyed driving his 
cart around saying hello to faculty 
and students.

He said he will also miss his rou-
tine of picking up his friend Dick 
Tucker, a retired Coast football 
coach, and driving him to volun-
teer at the campus library.  

The now gray-haired and olive 
-skinned 6-foot tall Green chuckles 
as he talks about what a good life 
he has lived.  

 “I used to be 6-foot-3-inches, 
but have shrunk.  I was tall, dark 
and — well — two out of three,” 
Green says with a chuckle. “Life 
has been very enjoyable. I have 
my ups and downs like every-
one else, but it has been enjoy-
able.”   

When asked what he wants 
to do with his time now, Green 
said that he used to love golf but 
he hurt his shoulder.  He and his 
wife have already traveled so 
he plans to spend time with his 
family.

The Campus Safety ofice will 
celebrate his dedication with an 
Appreciation Award for his 33 
years of service today.  

SAFETY: Veteran Campus Safety oficer Jim Green will fully retire today.
From Page 1

The Orange Coast College 
men’s volleyball team bounced 
back from its five set loss 
Wednesday against Irvine Valley 
by slaughtering San Diego Mesa 
in three sets with a dominating 
25-14, 25-19, 25-12 win on 
Friday in the Basil H. Peterson 
Gymnasium.

The Pirates were able to get off 
to a good start and jump out to 
an early lead in the irst set.  The 
team maintained at least a ive 
point cushion for the whole set, 
eventually running away with the 
set and winning it by 11.

“We were just ired up from 
our loss versus IVC and it just 
carried over,” Kamaha’o Paio, 
19, an undecided major said.  
“We were able to just push 
and push and carry on with our 
game.”

Mesa held a small lead at the 
beginning but OCC got hot, 
scoring ive straight points af-
ter being in a stalemate at ive.  
Once again, the Pirates kept a 
consistent lead for the remainder 
of the set and went into the third 
set needing to win just one more.  

Head coach Travis Turner 
said his team did a good job of 
maintaining leads and staying 
consistent.

“I think our defense is pretty 

good and Nick Amado has been 
leading the way the whole way,” 
Turner said. “I think we did a 
good job tonight of shutting 
down any chance of a run.”

OCC never looked back in 
the third set when it jumped out 
to a commanding 10-2 start and 
controlled the third and inal set 
as well.

Amado, 20, a history major, 
said the team was able to bounce 
back from the earlier loss.

“We just had a good practice 
yesterday and we just came out 
here with the same focus and 
same intensity we always do,” 
Amado said. “We just kept things 
consistent.”

Ten out of the 16 OCC players 
on the roster registered a kill, as 
the safe lead allowed Turner to 
play more substitutes.

Turner attributed a lot of the 
team’s success to blocking.

“I thought we did a great job of 
blocking,” Turner said. “We didn’t 
block very well against IVC and 
we needed to block better and I 
think we did.  We also moved 
Kamaha’o Paio to the left side and 
he was much better over there.”

Adrian Faitalia led the Pirates 
with nine kills, followed by Ama-
do and Paio with seven each.  

Steven Duhoux dished out 21 
assists for the Pirates, while Alex 
Podrasky led the defense with 
nine digs.  

Volleyball slams 
San Diego Mesa
BY MAX MAYER
SPORTS EDITOR


